Neurosurgical complications of pediatric orthotopic liver transplantation.
Liver transplantation is the only definitive treatment of end-stage liver disease. The University of Nebraska began its hepatic transplantation program in July 1985. Since that time, 43 children and 48 adults have undergone orthotopic liver transplantation (OLTx) with survival rates to date of 79.1% and 79.2%, respectively. Eight children developed complications of neurosurgical interest (18.6% incidence). Hemorrhagic complications were the most frequent. Neurosurgical salvage was achieved in five patients, but delayed complications of the transplant caused the death of two of these children. Two survivors are functioning well at home and in kindergarten, one child is doing well but is still hospitalized, and one child is vegetative. Aggressive management of life-threatening CNS problems is thus appropriate in this population. The authors review the pathophysiology of these complications, as well as potential pitfalls in their management.